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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; ” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. 'A. statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 251. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 





Date. Page. 





Vegetable” Asbestos produced in Chungking ... ... | 24th Dec., 1908 | 620 
Silk from Wild Cocoons in Manchuria ... eee wi tee a 574 
“ Machetes” sold in Panama os 4 th i P 546 
Cardigan Jackets and ‘‘ Shal”’ sold at Diarbekir .. ooo | 206K: 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia bee ose -. | 12th Nov, 333 
Cotton Goods sold in Turkey se oe eee ... | 29th Oct. 204 
Bean Oil from Japan .. - ove coe eee ooo | SOO 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre ... oa eee ide | SER. ws 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . aon eee ove oon | bs i 128 
Natal grown Maize ... oe on on oS oe na 130 
Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ... ona eee ...| 24th Sept. 606 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... oo) AO 577 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 10th 532 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 

American make, sold in Bahia ... one cee eee 466 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang .. a Re 487 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm 

in Argentina... .-- | 16th July 136 
Shelf Hardware of American make sold in Canada wenn - 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung et ose ood onl i a 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow bets me wee ae 1 SG: 7s, i 35 











*_* Particulars are given on p. 250 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices, and of other Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices, will be found 
on pp. 251-2. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA: 

The Official “Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta)of 14th January states 
Plant for that a company, with large capital, is said to 
Machine be about to start work at Nagpur in the 
Facto "Y manufacture of various agricultural and other 

salt small machinery. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. ° 


The same journal notifies that the “ Paisa Akbar” of Lahore has 
‘ issued the prospectus of a projected joint- 

: asm for stock company for the manufacture of fezes and 
ao. felt hats, and a factory will shortly be started 


sachet heen with a capital of Rs. 2,50,000 (about 16,700/.). 





CANADA. . 


The following commercial enquiries have been. received at the 
‘ Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
pag Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. , 

A Yorkshire firm manufacturing wood-working machinery of all 
kinds wish to open up business connections in Canada. 

A London firm manufacturing paints, varnishes, colours, &c., wish 
to appoint agents in Canada. 

A London firm wish to get into touch with manufacturers of 
asbestos fibre in Canada. 

A Belfast firm report a good demand in the north of Ireland 
for pot and pearl barley, and would like to get into touch with 
Canadian exporters. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 

A Quebec firm interested in asbestos properties desire to get into 

touch with persons in the United Kingdom willing to invest. 


Note— For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. ; 

* * « * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A north country firm manufacturing cranes and other lifting 
machinery, and railway plant, ask to be placed in communication 
with Canadian importers of these goods. 

A Yorkshire firm manufacturing cottons (drills, jeans and printed 
goods), wish to obtain a share of Canadian trade. 

The manufacturers of a new patent cloth seek suitable resident 
Canadian agents. 


: 


CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 
A Canadian company desire the addresses of United Kingdom 


manufacturers of mortar-mixing machinery. 

Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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—_——— 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
The representative in London of the Commonwealth of Australia 


(Captain R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) notifies 
Uniforms. a call for tenders for the supply of clothing for 
sorters, letter-carriers, &c., required by the 
Postmaster-General’s Department, New South Wales: Tenders 
will be received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Sydney, up to 2.30 p.m. on the 17th March. | 
Tender forms, specifications, &c., may be obtained, and pre- 
liminary deposits paid, at the Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria 
Street, London, 8.W. A copy of the specification may be con- 
sulted by British firms on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand (Mr. G. H. F. Rolleston) 

‘Winans Mihent omit has forwarded copies of the specifications and 

Yoo “ - conditions of tender and contract for the supply 

“ to the Wellington Harbour Board of 204 tons 

of hoop steel and 6 tons of studs. The date and time at which 

tenders will be received is not yet advertised but will probably 

expire on 25th March. A deposit of 2501. will be required to 

qualify any tender. The material supplied must be of British 
manufacture. 

- The specifications and conditions may be consulted by British 

firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


TASMANIA. 
The Board of Trade Correspondent in Tasmania (Mr. A. H. 
Ashbolt) reports that the new harbour works at 
Hobart are expected to be begun about June 





Material for 


Bes Bon _ next by the replacing of the existing pier from 
smcae R naa Dunn Street by a larger one. It is also 
Workshops. proposed to erect new railway shops in Hobart, 


enlarge those in Launceston, and make several 
improvements in the vicinity of the railway station at Hobart in 
connection with the harbour works, in order that one of the 
proposed wharves may be made into a railway wharf. This will 
greatly facilitate the transhipment of through cargo, which now 
has to be conveyed by carte from the landing stage to the railway 
station. The Railway Department have also been authorised to 
proceed with the construction of about five or six miles of railway 
to extend the present line. from Hobart to the Derwent Valley, 
and in the north-east ‘to construct a railway to connect Scottsdale 
and Branxholm,’a distance of 26 miles. Besides the necessary 
—- way materials, additional. rolling. stock will be required 
or these new lines. 
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TASMANIA—continued. 


Mr. Ashbolt also reports that the Municipal Council of Launceston 

are considering the construction of tramways 

Bs rwesc Al in that city, and it is regarded as almost certain 

"that these works will be taken in hand very 

shortly. ‘The project is not, however, a very large one, the 
population of the city being only about 25,000. 





TRANSVAAL. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are 
notified by the Municipal Council of Johannes- 
Coal Gas Tar. burg that sealed tenders, endorsed ‘Tender for 
Contract No. 730,” will be received at the 
office of the Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, until 
noon on the 27th February, for the supply and delivery of 50,000 
gallons of coal gas tar. Specifications, &c., may be seen, and full 
particulars obtained, at Room No. 64 of the Municipal Offices, 
Johannesburg. 
It will be seen that, in view of the early date at which the 
period for receipt of tenders expires, tenders from firms in this 
country will have to be presented through local agents. 





EGYPT: 


The London Agent for the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 

Western, R.E., C.M.G.) notifies that the Director 

Candles. of Supplies is asking for quotations by 18th 

February for the supply of 10 tons of stearine 

candles, eight candles to the pound, in packets of 6 pounds net, 

and cases of 60 pounds net, price to be quoted c.i.f. Alexandria. 

Cases are to be marked with a red trefoil. A sample must be 

forwarded, and quality and melting point stated, together with 

time of delivery. The offer and sample must reach the Director of 
Supplies, Cairo, by the date named. 


The Egyptian ‘‘ Journal Officiel” of 25th January contains a notice 

Steel to the effect that tenders will be received at 

the office of the Inspector General, Basin 

Superstructure = Conversion Works, Tewfikieh, Cairo, up to 

for Bridge. 10 am. on 15th February, 1909, for the 
following work :— 

Steel superstructure for bridge on Muhit drain (Pyramids Road) 
consisting approximately of 70 tons of steel trough flooring, and 
30 linear metres of handrailing. 

Contractors must tender for the supply, transport and erection 
at site of the above work, giving price per ton for the troughing 
and per linear metre for the handrailing, inclusive of painting 
with three coats of best oxide paint. 
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The steel work should be at site ready for erection by 15th May, 
and superstructure should be completed in six weeks from the date 
at which the order is given to start erecting. 

Persons wishing to tender for the above work can consult the 
specifications, plans, and estimates at the office of the Inspector 
General, Basin Conversion Works, Tewfikieh, Cairo. 





RUSSIA. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 10/23 January publishes a 
Buildin notice to the effect that the rebuilding of the 
a Nicolas Railway Station at St. Petersburg will 

Senmseaihe ke commence this month, and that the work will 
"gost 25,000,000 roubles (about 2,639,0007.). 


The “ Journal” of 11/24 January announces that the Ministry of 
Finance has called a meeting of the various 
Railway Plant. Ministries for the purpose of discussing the 
proposed railway from St. Petersburg to 
Vologda, which will link up nearly all the towns of the Volga 
with the Baltic Sea. The new line will comprise a distance of 


1,310 versts (nearly 870 miles). 





RUSSIA (FINLAND). 


H.M. Consul at Helsingfors (Mr. C. J. Cooke) reports that the 

Finnish Pilot Department are calling for sealed 

Coal. tenders for the supply of 4,000 tons of screened 

Newcastle coal, of which 400 tons are to be 

delivered at Brandé, near Nikolaistad (Vasa), 600 tons at Back- 

holmen, near Abé, and 3,000 tons at Hangé, free at the store of 

the Pilot Department. 

Tenders will be received by the Pilot Department at Helsingfors 

up to noon on the 11th February. 


NORWAY: 


The Acting British Consul at Christiania (Mr. J. B. Martin) has 
Telecravh forwarded particulars of the following Norwegian 
Pesce» ll G;overnment contracts* 
' (1) The supply to the State Railways of 
sp amt various telegraph material, tenders to be marked 
sete fy ‘“ Anbud paa Telegrafmateriel,’ and delivered 
arenes at the Styrelsen for Statsbanernes Expeditions- 
kontor, Christiania, by 3 p.m. on the 12th February. 
(2) The supply to the State Railways of 150,000 tons of loco- 








* It should be noted that in all Norwegian Government contracts a preference 
of from 10 to 15 per cent. (apart from Customs duties) is given to Norwegian 
manufacturers, sank that it is oe that a resident agent (not necessarily 
a Norwegian firm) should act for tenderers not residing in Norway, 
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motive coal, tenders to be marked ‘‘ Lokomotivkul ” and delivered 
at the same address by 3 p.m. on the 12th February. 

(3) The supply to the Naval Authorities of a quantity of 
screws, brass, zinc, and tin plates, &c., tenders to be marked 
‘ Anbud paa Skruer, &c.”, and delivered to Marinens Intendantur, 
Horten, by 1 p.m. on 28rd February. 

Copies of the specifications and conditions (in Norwegian) 
together with drawings may be consulted by British firms on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C. 





SWEDEN. 
H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) has received an 
application from a trader in that city who wishes 





en to obtain agencies for confectioners’ and candy- 
# Pens makers’ machinery and tools such as cream- 
Wackinery tna beaters, &c. Communications in this connection 
Tools should be addressed to the British Consulate at 
, Stockholm. 
NETHERLANDS, 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 30th January, referring 
to the long talked-of project in connection with 
the establishment of a system of electric tram- 
ways at Groningen, announces, on the authority 
of the Belgian Consul in that town, that the matter is on the eve 
of consummation, and that the municipal authorities are arranging 
for the supply of cars, rails, &c. 


Electric Tramway 
Construction. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “Sole” (Milan) of 15th January notifies that an agreement 
; has been reached relative to the construction of 
wanony the railway from Brigue to the Rhone glacier, 
Construction. for which a concession has already been 
granted. The line will be about 50 kilometres long. 


BELGIUM. 
H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) reports, on the 
Mechanical authority of the Antwerp “‘ Neptune,” that the 
— work of sinking the two new subsidiary docks 
eerueenere and the corresponding portion of the canal dock 
under the port extension scheme is to be pushed on rapidly, 
and that the contractors have decided to use nine mechanical 
excavators. 
The names of the contractors referred to may be obtained by 
British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E,C. 
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SPAIN. 


The ‘“ Gaceta de Madrid” of 18th January contains a notice invit- 
Gasoline Motor ing tenders for the construction of a gasoline 
— motor launch, having a minimum velocity of 10 
, miles an hour. The launch will be used in the 
service of the sanitary station of the port of Villagarcia-Carril. 
Tenders must be enclosed in sealed envelopes, accompanied by a 
deposit equivalent to 5 per cent. of the tendered price, and addressed: 
to the ‘‘ Gobierno Civil de Pontevedra, Pontevedra, Spain,” where 
they will be opened at noon on the thirtieth day after the publi- 
cation of this notice in the “Gaceta.” The upset price is put at 
12,850 pesetas (about 5141.). : 

Local representation is necessary. 

The ‘“ Gaceta,” containing further particulars of the above, may 
be seen by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





ITALY. 


The Italian ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 25th January contains a notice 
inviting tenders for the supply of lock valves, 
hydrants, joints, taps, &c., for use in connection 
with the drinking water system of Milan during’ 
the years 1909, 1910 and 1911. The competition will turn on 
the percentage reduction offered on the total upset price for the 
three years of 120,000 lire (4,800/.). Tenders, enclosed in sealed 
envelopes, must be accompanied by a provisional deposit of 
12,000 lire (480/.), and addressed to the “‘Segreteria del riparto, 
No. 10, Comune di Milano, Milan,” where they: may be delivered 
up to 2 p.m. on the 19th February. Full particulars and terms in 
connection with this contract may be seen at the “ Ufficio Tecnico 
Municipale, Palazzo Marino, Milan.” 


Water Supply 
Accessories. 


The “ Gazzetta” of 28th January contains a notice, issued by the 

ictitibitinthen: tin Italian Ministry of Public Works, inviting 

distention *» tenders for the construction of a new break- 

‘ water to the south of the Port of Catania. 

The upset price in' respect of this work is placed at 963,600 lire 

(38,544/.) and the competition will turn on the percentage reduction 
offered on this figure. 

To qualify any tender, a deposit of 60,000 lire (2,400/.) will be 
required, to be increased by the successful tenderer to 10 per cent. 
of the net accepted price. ‘Tenders, which will be opened at 10 
a.m. on the 25th February at the above Ministry and: at the Pre- 
fettura di Catania, must be enclosed in sealed envelopes, and those 
intended for the Ministry should be addressed as follows: 
“Ministero dei Lavori Pubblici, Segretariato Generale (Servizio 
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ITALY —continued. 


contratti), Rome,” and the envelope should be _ superscribed 
‘‘ Offerta per asta.” Work must be commenced immediately after 
the contract has been awarded, so that operations may be com- 
pleted within four years. Plans and specifications may be seen at 
the above-mentioned Ministry or at the Prefettura. 


The Gazzettas, containing further particulars of the above two 
contracts, may be seen by British contractors on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The “Sole” (Milan) of 15th January announces that with the 

leah Millian Government subsidy of 8,500 lire per kilometre, 

enantio Y as well as other subsidies, the construction of 

* the electric railway in the Vigezzo valley is 

fully assured. The initial plans will, however, have to be modified. 

It now appears that the Swiss community are exerting all their 
efforts to bring this line into Locarno. 


The “ Sole” of 16th January announces that a Decree, dated 29th 
Railwa August, 1908, has only just been published, 
neers “ot granting to the Padane Railways and Tramways 
Company a concession for the construction and 
working of a railway (steam) from Ostellato to Porto di 
Magnavacca through Comacchio. This line will be 284 kilometres 
(nearly 18 miles) long, and the State will pay during fifty years 
an annual subsidy of 2,800 lire per kilometre on the entire length. 
It is estimated that the construction of this line will cost about 
1,654,000 lire (66,160/.). 


The “ Sole” of 20th January announces that the Directorate of 
the Italian State Railways have approved the scheme for doubling 
part of the line from Genoa to Spezia, which will entail an expen- 
diture of 4,000,000 lire (160,000/.) ; and also for the doubling part 
of the Vicenza-Treviso line, which will cost about 1,000,000 lire 
(40,0001). 

See also article on pp. 228-4. 


The “Industria” (Milan) of 10th January announces that a 
Electric T company has been formed in Lugano, with a 
ectri¢ *ramway capital of 500,000 lire (20,000/.), for the purpose 
Construction F ect Pipkoaite lectric t 
and Plant. of constructing and working an electric tram- 
way from Lugano to Cadro and Dino. 


The same “ Industria” notifies that an Anglo-Italian Engineering 
Construction Company and Agency has been 
Machine Tools, formed in Milan with a capital of 650,000 lire 
- (26,0001.) with powers to increase it to 1,000,000 

lire (40,000/.). 
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ITAL Y—continued, 


According to the “ Oesterreicher Zentral-Anzeiger fiir das offentliche 

Lieferungswesen” (Vienna) of 28th January, 

ore a new company ,with a capital of 6,000,000 lire 

_— (240,0001.), is about to be’ formed with the 

object of establishing a sugar factory and refinery at Pontelongo, 
near Padua. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 30th 
Electric January, the Municipality of Francavilla Fon- 
Lichtin tana invite tenders in connection with the 

Ins pmo dl electric lighting of the town. The upset price 

; is placed at 126,800 lire (about 5,080/.), and a 

provisional deposit of 6,000 lire (240/.) will be required to qualify 

any tender, to be increased to 12,700 lire (508/.) by the successful 

tenderer. The adjudication will take place on the 26th February, 

and tenders must be addressed to the “‘ Amministrazione Munici- 
pale, Francavilla Fontana, Italy.” 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY,. 


The “ Oesterreicher Zentral-Anzeiger fiir das dffentliche Lieferungs- 
wesen ” (Vienna) of 28th January contains an 
announcement to the effect that an association 
of French textile manufacturers is making 
arrangements to establish large silk, linen, 
cotton, and textile spinning and weaving industries in Hungary. 
For these purposes the association will provide 30,000,000 kronen 
(1,250,0002.). 


Spinning and 
Weaving 
Machinery. 





ROUMANIA, 


With reference to the notice on p. 165 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 28th January relative to the 
Electric construction of an electric tramway in the town 
sonweg of Ploesti, H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. 
E.G. Wardrop) reports that tenders for this work 
will be received at the office of the Mayor of Ploesti on the 
8rd/16th March. A concession will be given for working the line 
for fifty years. A provisional guarantee of 20,000 lei (1,000/.) 
must be deposited. 


Tht “ Curier Financiar” (Bucharest) of 11/24th January contains 

a notice, issued by the Roumanian State Rail- 

Safes. ways, inviting tenders for the supply of 26 

safes. ‘Tenders, which will be opened on the 

8lst January/13th February, must be addressed to the “ Ad- 
ministration des Chemins de Fers Roumains, Bucharest.” 
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MEXICO. 

H.M. Legation at Mexico City reports that a concession recently 
Pl granted to General Mondragon for the erection 
ant for f : ‘pid a ae , 
Grain Elevators, ©: tain elevators in different parts of the 
Republic of Mexico is to be transferred by 
him to a Mexican Company known as the Compajiia Molinera 
Mexicana or the Nixtamalina, and that a new company is to be 
formed, with a capital of 20,000,000 Mexican dollars (about 
2,000,000/.), to include a number of British and American 
capitalists. The first elevator will be built in the Federal District. 

and will have a capacity of 3,000 tons of grain. 





PERU. 
The Peruvian “Diario” of 21st December contains a notice 
authorising Mr. Robert L. Pfliicker to prepare 
Railway Project. plans for a railway to run from a point on the 
Chimbote-Recuay railway to the mineral district 
of Sayapullo, passing through the mineral districts of Conchucos 
and Queruvica. 





BOLIVIA: 

With reference to the notice on p. 495 of the “ Board of Trade 
idee, Journal” of 10th December, 1908, it may he 
Mate need noted that, in a recent report, the French 

Resident Minister in Bolivia states that the 
following lines of railway are still to be completed before 1916 :— 

Oruro to Cochabamba; Oruro to Potosi; Potosi to Tupiza: Potosi 

to Uguni; La Paz to Puerto-Pando. The foregoing sections have 

a total length of 1,451 kilometres, and the sum estimated for 

their construction amounts to 137,500,000 francs (5,500,000/.). 


AFGHANISTAN. 

The official “‘ Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of 14th January 
; states that two new shops dealing in English 
Bugliah Gothen piece-goods and Ahevinaie have reohaitly cae 
and. Boots. opened at Kandahar, and are said to be doing 
business on a very large scale. English cloth and English goods of 
all kinds are said to be much appreciated in Kandahar and are 
largely imported from India. The duty on such goods is very 
heavy, but among the well-to-do classes there is an increasing 
tendency to wear English dress and boots and to buy English 
goods for household use. In Durbars nearly all officials are seen 

wearing English dress and boots. 


CHINA: 
H.M. Embassy at Peking reports that the Manchurian authorities 
are considering the measures necessary for the 
Plant for conservancy of the Liao river, which is the 
Dredging and natural outlet for Manchurian produce destined 
Dam Works. =f, export. The works required include dredging 
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the bed of the river in numerous places and the construction of a 
dam across the entrance to the Shuang T’ai Tzu canal, which at 
present carries: off more than half the Liao water, with the result 
that the river itself, below the point of confluence with the canal, 
is deprived of the scouring force requisite to keep its own bed 
unsilted. The proposed dam would be constructed in such a:-way 
as to permit of an overflow only when the water exceeded a certain 
depth in the river. 


CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

The official “ Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of 14th January is 
Sess tn Desied informed by a correspondent that most of the 

caravans from India have safely reached 

at Yarkand. 

Yarkand, and that more than one of the lately 
arrived traders has sold Indian goods to the value of over Rs, 10,000 
in about a fortnight. This shows, he says, what a demand there is 
for Indian made goods, and what a ready market Yarkand affords. 
Indian chintzes, kinkob, and cotton goods of all kinds are rapidly 
disposed of, and there is a great demand for the cheap velvets 
which these traders bring. Printed goods from India are 
preferred to Russian. There is an enormous demand for them, 
and they would practically oust the Russian if the demand could 
be adequately met. 








EXHIBITION, 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
With reference to the notice on p. 211 of the “ Board of Trade 
Rellwer Journal . of 29th October last, relative to the 
Exhibition. 1910 Jubilee Exhibition to be held at Buenos Atres 
mann "in. 1910, the “ Review of the River Plate” 
(Buenos Aires) of 8th January states that the special commission 
entrusted with the Railway Exhibition will shortly issue the 
necessary invitations, in order that those who desire to participate 
may have ample time to make their arrangements. The Argentine 
consular service will be entrusted with the propaganda in foreign 
countries, and all applications for information concerning the 
exhibition should therefore be addressed to them. The exhibition 
will be held in the buildings now occupied by the cavalry barracks 
at Maldonado, near Palermo. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Brazil. H.M. Legation in Brazil calls attention to the fact that 
catalogues and circulars from British firms are constantly received 
at the British consulates in Brazil, in English, and urges the 
necessity of their being in Portuguese, with prices, weights and 
measures converted into those in use in Brazil. H.M. Legation 
suggests, however, that enquiry should be made first as to the 
possible demand for the respective goods before incurring the 
expense of translation. 
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NOTICES UNDER THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ACT, 1904. 


The following are copies of Notices (Nos. 77 and 78) giving 
the results of the examination and testing of certain weighing 
instruments for use in trade that have been submitted to the Board 
of Trade under the provisions of Section 6 of the Weights and 
Measures Act, 1904 :— 

(77) 











& \ 











Section showing centre of beam. 
4 FULL SIZE. 


A = Indicating pointer fitted to lid on chamber in beam. 

B = Chamber or box fitted into beam and partly filled with lead. 

C = Space in chamber (B) for reception of more lead. 

D = Fulcrum knife edge of beam working on a bearing (E) which is carried in 
the lower part of the suspension shackle not shown in drawing. 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
beam scale with a chamber containing lead fitted into the body of 
the beam for adjusting the centre of gravity of the instrument, of 
the form herewith shown, submitted to the Department under the 
provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, but as the result of the 
examination was not satisfactory, the Board have declined to issue 
a certificate of approval. 
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A = Connecting rod to body levers (not shown). 
B = Steelyard. 

C = Dial fixed on steelyard end. 

D = Displacement plunger. 

E = Balancing ball. 


SIDE ELEVATION, 
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FRONT VIEW OF DIAL. 


F The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
weighing instrument of the form herewith shown, known as an 
automatic weighbridge with hydrostatic indicator, of the capacity 
of 40 tons, submitted to the Department under the provisions of 
Section 6 of the above Act, and have issued a certificate that the 
pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration of fraud. 
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EG YPTIAN CEMENT TRADE. 








The followi ng particulars of the Egyptian cement trade are 
extracted from the- -Monthly- Journal- for- January of the “— 
Chamber of Commerce of Egypt :— 

So far as can be ascertained, practically all brands of artificial 
cement manufactured in Europe are found on the Egyptian 
market. For purposes of classification they may be divided into the 
following varieties: Portland cement, Valentine cement, White 
cement, Keen cement and Roquefort cement. 

Portland Cement.—In order to guard against the action ofthe 
sun in drying the cement too quickly and so causing it to crack, 
a strong slow or medium setting article is required for Egypt. 
From the consumer’s point of view, however, it may be pointed 
out that, although the cement should be of a very strong quality, 
it can in certain work be more heavily mixed with sand than in 
England, thus reducing the cost. 

The prices of the best’ British brands: in Alexandria, ex mer- 
chants’ stores, the duty of 8 per cent. and the. quay charges of 
4 per cent. included, are from P.T.* 40 (8s. 2d,) to P.T. 45 (9s. 2d.) 
the barrel of 150 kilos., and from P.T, 250 (21. 11s. 3d.) to P.T. 280 
(2l. 17s. 5d.) the ton in sacks of 100 kilos. For the French 
varieties the foregoing figures are slightly reduced, owing to the 
cheaper freights. Belgium cuts both England and France in price, 
her qualities running from P.T. 30 (6s. 1d.) to P.T. 40 (8s. 2d.), and 
even lower than P.T. 30 (6s. 1d.) the barrel. 

Valentine Cement—a fox setting cement of considerably inferior 
strength to the Portland quality, and principally used for decorative 
work—is shipped by France and Belgium, the prices at Alexandria, 
ex store, ranging from P.T. 29 (5s. 11d.) to P.T. 35 (7s. 2d.) the 
barrel of 150 kilos. In sacks of 50 kilos. the price is about 
P.T. 160 (11. 12s. 9d.) per ton, the sacks being returned by the 
buyer. 

White Cement is imported entirely from France. It is pressed 
locally into tiles for flooring purposes and for decorating walls. 
The prices in the wholesale merchants’ stores are from P.T. 245 
(21. 10s. 3d.) to P.T. 260 (21. 18s. 3d.) per ton in sacks, the bags 
being returnable. A very superior quality of white cement is used 
for imitation marble work. The price, however, is extremely high 
and only a small quantity is imported. 

Keen Cement is shipped only from England. It is a very white 
article, and is used for the same purposes as the French “‘ White 
Cement.” The price is high, and very little trade is done. 

Roquefort Cement.—Small shipments of this variety reach Egypt 
from France. It is a very quick setting cement used chiefly as a 
preliminary when working in water. The price at Alexandria in 
store is from P.T. 28 (5s. 9d.) to P.T. 30 (6s. 1d.) a barrel of 
150 kilos. 





* 100 piastres (*‘ P.T.”) 1 £ E = £1 Os. 6d. 
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Natural Cement.—Belgium and France supply most of the 
natural cement shipped to kgypt. It. is used in cheap Arab 
contract work. The price is, of course, lower than the artificial 
production, and runs from about P.T. 32 (68, 6d.) a barrel of 150 
kilos., freight and duty paid. 


The packing of cement is usually done in barrels, though large 
quantities are shipped in sacks. ‘l'he barrel most frequently seen 
is the one containing 150 kilos. gross, after which come those with 
180 and even 200 kilos. The English sacks generally hold 100 
kilos., whilst those from Belgium and France are half the size. 
The latter, of course, are much easier to handle, since they can be 
carried by one man. 

All cement coming into Egypt pays an ad valorem duty of 
8 per cent., the value of the goods for Customs purposes being at 
present calculated as follows :— 








Per Ton. 
If in Barrels, If in Sacks. 

Artificial Portland Cement :— 

From England ... -» P.T.205 (21. 28, Od.) P.T.195 (21. O8. Od.) 

From other countries ... ,, 200 (21. 1s. Od.) », 170 (11. 148. 10d.) 
Natural Cement :— 

From Belgium ... woe = gy: 155 C1. Ls. 9d.) » 1380 (1l. 68. 7d.) 

From other countries ...  ,, 170 (1. 148. 10d.) » 140 (11. 88. 8d.) 


Valentine, Roquefort and 
other similar cements, irre- 
spective of the — of 
origin am coe gp 130 CAL. Ge. 7a.) » 100 (12. 0s. 6d.) 

It will be shmanel that the authorities differentiate between 
British and Continental Portland cements, whilst, in the case of 
the natural article, the Belgian qualities are looked upon as being 
of much less value than those shipped by their competitors. 

There is no doubt that a lot of so-called “ Best English Artificial 
Portland Cement” sold in the Egyptian market is in reality the 
Valentine quality, the labels being changed after the goods 
have left the Customs. Instances have even been heard of in 
which the unscrupulous importer had attempted to alter the 
labels after the duty had been. paid, but whilst the goods were 
still in the Customs stores. 

Local Production.— The Société Anonyme des Ciments d’Egypte, 
formed in 1900 with a capital of 1,500,000 frs. (reduced in 1907 
to 750,000 frs. with a further issue of 750,000 frs.), is the only 
company manufacturing artificial cement in Egypt. The factory 
is at Maassarah, near Cairo. Two qualities are turned out, the 
present prices per ton of 1,000 kilos., free on waggons at the works, 
being as follows :— 

Maassarah Portland Cement.—If destined for Cairo or Upper 

Egypt, P.T. 200 (21. 1s.); if destined for Alexandria or 
Lower Egypt P.T. 165 (11. 13s. 10d.). 
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Mokattam Cement.-—-If for Cairo or Upper Egypt P.T. 140 
(11. 8s. 8d.); if for Alexandria or Lower Egypt P.T. 115 
(11. 3s. 6d.). 

If the cement be taken from the Company’s store at Alexandria, 
the charge is P.T. 200 (21. 1s.) a ton for the “‘ Maassarah ” variety, 
and P.T. 150 (11. 10s. 9d.) for the ‘‘ Mokattam ” brand. 

Although the quotations ex works are only free on waggons, the 
price of the cement varies according to the district to which it is 
booked. The explanation of this difference is. the question of 
carriage, &c., from Alexandria to Cairo on imported cement. By 
rail such freight is P.T.42 (8s. 7d.) per ton, and by water P.T. 25 
(5s. 1d.) per ton. 

The Company does all its packing in sacks, no barrels being 
used, ‘The “ Portland” quality is put up in 50 kilos., and the 
‘“ Mokattam ” variety in 40 kilos. Sacks are charged for at the 
rate of P.T. 2 (5d.) each, the money being refunded if the bags are 
returned in good condition. 

No dividend has been paid by the Company since its commence- 
ment: the Company’s products, however, are now making distinct 
headway, especially since they have been admitted to Egyptian 
Government contracts. It may be mentioned that last year the 
Company obtained an order for 12,000 tons of their Portland 
cement to be supplied to the Five Lille Company, in connection 
with the latter’s contract with the Egyptian Government for bridg- 
ing the Nile. 

Transit Trade—Prior to the opening of the Port Sudan to 
Berber railway, all the cement for the Sudan passed through either 
Alexandria or Port Said. This transit trade has now been lost to 
Egypt, for the goods are shipped direct to Port Sudan and from 
thence by rail. For Upper Egypt the cement is generally sent 
by rail or boat from Alexandria in sacks of 100 kilos. , 


The reasons why the United Kingdom is not Egypt's largest 
supplier of cement may be grouped under the headings of (1) price, 
(2) freights and steamship communication, and (8) conditions of 
sale. ’ 

Price.— As has already been pointed out, England is handicapped 
with regard to prices, and although it is generally admitted that 
the British best quality is superior to the Continental productions, 
this point is often ignored by architects and contractors. 

Freights and Steamship Communication——-From London to 
Alexandria the freight is about 12s. per ton, from Marseilles 8 frs. 
(6s. 4d.), and from Antwerp &s. 6d. plus 10 per cent. Both France 
and Belgium have more frequent sailings to Egypt than the United 
Kingdom, and this factor is by no means an unimportant one, 
especially where supplies are required at short notice. 

Conditions of Sale.——It appears that the French and Beigian 
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manufacturers freely allow credit to their customers, the terms 
generally given being 90 days. ‘The British manufacturer, on the 
contrary, usually asks for cash against documents, or even 4 Bank 
credit in England, though exceptions are made when dealing with 
some of the larger and stronger firms in Egypt. 


The imports of cement into Egypt during the years 1906 and 
1907 were as follows :— 























From 1906, 1907. 
Metric Metric 
Tons. £K. Tons. £E. 
United Kingdom 17.486 | 30,630 30,482 53,005 
Germany : ‘ie 1,402 | 2,531 1,487 2,850 
Austria- Hungary onl 1206 | 1,724 3,315 5,023 
Belgium -, 36,920 | 60,355 $7,357 61,313 
France... ids baie bes ..-| 16,9838 | 24,008 | 20,748 29,565 
Italy ... = oti side ook Wee 4 — | 806 1,074 
Roumania eee] 861 | 1,561 | 1,990 3,871 
Russia ... - eos] 900 | 1,711 | 2,600 4,715 
Other countries oe. “= | a | 26 122 
| 74,698 | 122,520 98,811 161,538 











GERMAN TEXTILE INDUSTRIES IN 1908. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) has 
forwarded the following memorandum on the German textile in- 
dustries in 1908, based on an article in the “ Deutsche Export- 
Revue ” 

Amongst the different industries in Germany which were 
affected even more unfavourably than others in the year 1908 by 
the retrograde movement of trade, the textile industry stands fore- 
most, and though business during the last weeks of the year took 
a rather better turn for some branches of the industry, its condi- 
tion at present is by no means satisfactory. 

It is above all others the cotton industry in which no improve- 
ment is as yet perceptible. The general uncertainty of the market 
has made itself felt for this industry in a more serious degree 
owing to the retrograde movement in the prices of the raw 
material. Although the prices both of cotton yarn and of piece- 
goods had already reached a very low figure, the fear of a further 
decline in quotations for the raw material has largely kept back 
buyers, and it has accordingly become hardly possible for either 
spinners or weavers to keep working even with only an average 
number of hands. 

As regards the cotton spinning industry, it may be observed that 
yarn prices stood last year at a figure which left no profit to 
spinners; and it is, moreover, significant, that even the seven 
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weeks’ strike of the English spinners made only very little change 
in the state of things, for in England itself the price of yarn which 
had advanced to 8d. declined again to 7d. 

Cotton weaving and printing mills also suffered from the general 
reserve of buyers; for these branches of industry, having to look 
primarily to export, were of course necessarily prejudicially affected 
by the decline in export business ; but they likewise suffered con- 
siderably from the serious decrease in the home demand. It is 
particularly in the export business to oversea countries, and 
specially to South America (in which British and Italian competi- 
tion is very keen), that the decline in demand for cotton piece- 
goods has been felt by German manufacturers. The decrease in 
the total German exports of cotton piece-goods in the year 
1908 amounted, according to German official statistics, to 
about 18 per cent.; for whilst in i907 the exports reached 
35,515,000 kilos., the exports in 1908 were only 29,162,000 kilos. 
If this unfavourable condition of German export trade should 
continue during the present year, it is to be expected that the 
inland demand will likewise decline, and that, above all, the pro- 
duction of coloured and printed cotton goods, which are the pre- 
dominant article of German cotton industry, will be further prejudi- 
cially affected. It is evident that, under such conditions, many 
German weaving mills will have to reduce the number of hands 
employed. 

The course of business in German woollen textiles has certainly 
improved during the last few months ; this has been owing chiefly 
to the market for the raw material having been fairly steady, so 
that buyers were able to feel greater confidence in the future out- 
look. In consequence, an increase of orders has taken place both 
from foreign and home customers, and spinners have of late been 
well occupied. In the wool-weaving industry, the trade, more 
especially of the Saxon and Thuringian factories of woollen cloth- 
ing material, has improved ; and a like improvement has recently 
been reported by Rhenish buckskin factories. Upon the whole, 
therefore, the prospects of the German woollen industry are regarded 
as encouraging. 

In the linen industry an improvement in business is looked for. 
It is considered that, above all, the unfavourable result of last 
year’s Russian flax harvest will prevent a further decline in 
prices. During the last few months already there have been signs 
of a favourable reaction, owing to the risein demand and in prices; 
and it is stated that German flax spinners have now decided to 
work their mills again with the full complement of hands. 

' Business in linen piece-goods, and in the jute industry, is likewise 
said to show signs of recovery, as an increase of orders from abroad 
has recently set in.- In some articles, however, business continues 
unsatisfactory. 














Feb, 4, 1909.1 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 323 





German ‘T'extile Industries in 1908. 





Though it will thus appear that. German textile industries— 
considered in their entirety—cannot be said to be in a flourishing 
condition, it will at the same time be gathered that the improve- 
ment which has of late set in, and is maintained in some branches, 
gives good ground for the ‘conclusion that the. worst period has 
been overcome, and that future prospects are, upon the whale, 
favourable. 





WORKING OF ITALIAN. RAILWAYS IN 1907-8. © °! 


H.M. Embassy at Rome has forwarded the following particulars 
of the administration of the Italian State Railways during the 
financial year ended 30th June, 1908 :-— 

The length of line worked was 13,205 kilometres, besides 181 
kilometres temporarily worked: for private companies. ‘T'wenty- 
five kilometres of line in foreign territory (t.e. on the frontiers) 
were also worked by special agreement, and 40 kilometres were 
similarly worked by foreign administrations in Italy. The Palermo- 
Marsala-Trapani line was taken over by the State on the 1st August, 
1907. Of the total length of line, only 2,071 kilometres were double 
rail, this being an increase of 79 kilometres on the previous year. 
The total receipts for the year were 19,174,055/., which includes 
the sum of 248,9051 drawn from the Reserve Fund for unforeseen 
expenditure due to the exceptional increase in the price of coal. 
The total expenditure amounted to 17,439,7031., and a balance of 
1,734,3521. was paid into the Treasury, The results of the year 
show a considerable increase of traffic, in goods an increase of 7°30 
per cent. and in passengers of 5°20 per cent. ‘The general increase 
in working expenses is principally due to larger expenses for coal, 
maintenance of lines and rolling stock, compensation for damages 
&c., legal disputes, and lighting of trains and stations. The 
Administration claim to have improved the passenger service as 
regards carriages, heating, and punctuality; and several new 
trains were put on. The goods traffic worked more satisfac- 
torily, and there were fewer complaints of delay and obstruction. 
More trucks having been provided, the block of merchandise and 
delay in loading at Genoa and other ports has been diminished. 
The direct service with France, Switzerland and Austria has been 
improved and reorganised. For improvement of stations a sum of 
2,521,140/. has been appropriated. 

In 1907 the State Railways possessed 3,744 steam-engines, 
8 electric engines, 92 steam automotors, 51 electric automoturs, 
8,647 carriages, 2,159 luggage-vans and 71,311 trucks. In the 
course of the year under review, 346 engines, 595 carriages, 
62 luggage-vans and 9,934 trucks were delivered by national 
workshops, and there were ordered 531 engines, 1,099 carriages, 
946 vans and 4,970 trucks, to the value of 6,532,193I. (to be paid 
out of funds provided by the Treasury), of which sum only 
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888,3411. went to foreign industry. The Administration gives its 
orders as far as possible to Italian firms. 

The greater part of the coal required is now brought direct from 
Cardiff, where a special office has been established, through which 
also coal is bought for the Ministry of Marine. The total con- 
sumption in the year was 1,078,293 tons. 199 steamers were 
hired for the transport of coal to Italy, 30 being Italian vessels. 

Work has been continued on the construction of the Poggio- 
Rusco-Verona and Cuneo-Ventimiglia lines, and the doubling of the 
Ventimiglia-Mentone line. New lines are about to be begun from 
Spilimburg to Gemona, 8. Arcangelo to Urbino, Rome (Trastevere) 
to Rome (Termini), and Rome to Naples. A network of lines for 
Calabria has been planned (Paolo-Cosenza, Lagonegro to Spezzano 
and Pietrafitta-Rogliano) and will shortly be begun. An expendi- 
ture of 90 million lire (3,600,000/.) has been authorised for new 
lines in the Basilicata, of a total length of 455 kiloms. In Sicily 
the railways are being extended by about 450 kiloms., the principal 
lines being Girgenti-Favara-Canicatti, Castelvetrano-Sciacca and 
Ribera-Porto Empedocle. 

The question of doubling the Modane-Turin line is being con- 
sidered ; both the French and Italian Governments are anxious to 
improve the railway communications between the two countries and 
to facilitate the immense amount of goods traffic on the frontier. 
Last year there was a serious block of trucks. It is believed that 
the French will build a line from Cuneo to Nice when the Italians 
agree to double the Modane-Turin line. 





AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES IN SOUTHERN ITALY. 


The following notes on certain agricultural industries in Southern 
Italy are taken from a report by H.M. late Consul-General at 
Naples (Mr. E. Neville Rolfe) :— 

Cotton —Most of the cotton grown in Italy is used for making 
coarse fabrics. Though the amount grown only amounts at present 
to a few thousand bales, it may, owing to the decreased export of 
wine and grapes, take a more important place in future. It 
is grown chiefly in the provinces of Naples, Terra di Lavoro, 
Bari, Otranto, Basilicata and Calabria. 

Rice.—The whole of Italy produces about 16,500,000 bushels 
per annum; of this the greater part is grown in the north, where 
rice is the staple food of the population. In the south it is grown 
in the province of Salerno and on the Adriatic side. It requires 
marshy soil and large quantities of water, so that it renders the 
surrounding land very feverish and generally unwholesome. The 
water breeds a very large number of micro-organisms, and it has 
been recently proposed to combine pisciculture with rice growing. 
Rice fields are very much frequented by snipe and water birds. 
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Sugar—The extension of the cultivation of beetroot in Southern 
Italy for the purpose of supplying the sugar refineries has increased 
in the last four years in an extraordinary manner. In 1904 the 
area was reckoned at 32,000 hectares (79,000 acres): in 1907 it 
had increased to 40,000 hectares (99,000 acres) and in 1908 to 
44,000 hectares (109,000 acres). The quantity of sugar produced 
in 1907 was 1,800,000 quintals (127,900 tons) and in 1908 
1,600,000 quintals (157,400 tons). 

Horses.—Italy is a very good customer for horses, many excellent 
half-bred stallions being imported annually from the United 
Kingdom. A large import of hunters for use as chargers also 
takes place both from England and Ireland. Full-sized carriage 
horses also come over in goodly numbers. These are nearly all 
geldings, mares being unsuitable. 

Sheep.—Italian breeders might wisely buy Lincolns or obtain 
Merino rams from such of the British colonies as are in direct 
communication with Italy, notably from Australia, whither there 
are direct steamers every few days. 

Mr. Neville Rolfe added :—‘ British breeders ought to find a 
ready sale in live-stock in Italy. It is obvious that live-stock 
cannot be sent from the United Kingdom or anywhere else on 
speculation, and that were this attempted loss would most certainly 
follow. It is therefore of the essence of the business that foreign 
buyers should come: to us, see what we have, buy what they 
require and take it away with them. There is absolutely no other 
way. Here, then, is the primary use of our horse and cattle shows. 
These show the foreigner what we have, and they show it at its 
very best.” (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 673). 





TRADE BETWEEN FA-KU-MEN AND HSIN-MIN FU 
(CHINA). 


H.M. Minister at Peking has forwarded the following observa- 
tions on the trade between Fa-ku-men and Hsin-min Fu, by 
Sir Alexander Hosie, H.M. Acting Commercial Attaché in China, 
who recently paid a visit to those districts :— 

The trade between Fa-ku-men and Hsin-min Fu and between 
F'a-ku-men and T’iehling is done in winter, but in the open season 
there is a considerable trade between Fa-ku-men and Newchwang 
that is carried on neither through T’iehling nor through Hsin-min 
Fu. On the right bank of the Liao, 25 miles south-east of Fa-ku- 
men and about the same distance below T’iehling, is a place called 
San-mien-ch’uan where goods are landed and shipped by junk as 
long as navigation is possible. There is little difference in distance 
between F'a-ku-men and San-mien-ch’uan and Fa-ku-men and 
Ma-feng-k’on, the shipping port of T’iehling on the Liao. The 
latter may be a trifle longer, but at San-mien-ch’uan the shallows 
above T’iehling, frequently causing as they do several days’ delay 
when the river is low, are avoided, and no other obstacles to 
navigation exist between it and Newchwang. In the winter, 
however, San-mien-ch’uan loses its importance, and the two 
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outlets for Fa-ku-men produce are T’iehling and Hsin-min Fu. 
The exports from Fa-ku-men to T’iehling consist almost entirely 
of bean cakes, but the amount exported depends on the market. 
If higher prices rule at Tichling the cakes go there; if Hsin-min 
Fu proves a better market they go there by cart, and are thence 
carried by rail to Newchwang. In any case most of the bean and 
castor-oil cake made at the 34 mills in F'a-ku-men seems to go to 
Hsin-min Fu. 

The above refers to the export trade, particularly of the products 
of Fa-ku-men and neighbourhood, but I'a-ku-men lies on the main 
winter cartroad from the province of Hei-lung-chiang to the south, 
and although much of this traffic has naturally been attracted to 
the South Manchurian Railway at Ch’ang-ch’un Fu or K’uan- 
ch’eng-tzu, it still retains commercial relations with the country to 
the north-east as far as Petuna on the Sungari, with the country 
to the north (of which Ch’eng-chia-t’un, &0 miles from Fa-ku-men, 
is the centre), and with Mongolia on the west. Chinese merchants 
at Fa-ku-men estimate that the South Manchurian Railway has 
absorbed 50 per cent. of the traffic passing through the town in 
former years, but they are confident that, if connected with Hsin- 
min Fu by rail, Fa-ku-men will tap still more of the grain-pro- 
ducing districts of Eastern Mongolia which are now being 
opened-up by Chinese colonists. Much of the produce of Eastern 
Mongolia finds its way south by cart to the Chinese railway at 
Chin-chou Fu by a road passing to the west of _Kuang-ning Haien 
and through the city of Yi-chou. 

Questioned as to the import trade from T’iehling, the Fa-ku-men 
merchants stated that Japanese yarn, cottons and miscellaneous 
goods were brought to F'a-ku-men, but not in any great quantity. 
At Hsin-min Fu and Fa-ku-men there was little evidence ‘of 
Japanese activity, only a few small shops being observable, but at 
Tiehling it is otherwise. Two roads leading from the railway 
‘station, or rather from the eastern boundary of the railway reserve, 
to the west gate of T’iehling were almost entirely given up to small 
Japanese shops, but within the railway reserve itself there were 
many red-brick houses, while similar and more pretentious two- 
storied buildings were in course of erection. One large grey- 
brick two-storied building with a central square and two side 
wings, standing in ample grounds, was inscribed over the doorway 
in Chinese characters as a “Commercial Exhibition.” The exhi- 
bition consisted of four long, broad rooms fitted with glass-fronted 
show cases. The exhibits were of every conceivable character and 
all of Japanese manufacture, though many of them were imitations* 
of foreign (mostly British) goods and labelled as such. 

A few hundred yards to the south-west of the T’iehling railway 
station there is a Japanese flour-mill belonging to the Manchurian 





* Particulars of the inscriptions on some of these labels, relating to Worcester- 
shire sauce and Scotch whisky, may be seen by British makers and shippere 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 














Feb. 4, 1909. , THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 227 





Trade between Fa-ku-men and Hsin-min Fu (China). 





Flour-Mill Company, which began work in June and is reported 
to be turning out 1,200 fifty-pound sacks of flour per.day from 
local wheat. The flour is said to be 20 sen (about 10d.) cheaper per 
sack than flour of similar quality made in Japan, and the Company, 
propose to erect similar mills at Newchwang, Mukden and Antung, 

The traffic on the Chinese railway is heavily handicapped by the 
presence of likin or other tax stations along their lines, where all 
exports, and imports unaccompanied by exemption certificates, are 
taxed. Such tax stations are not permitted on the South 
Manchurian Railway, and when the Imperial Railways of North 
China have endeavoured to compete by lowering freights the taxes 
have been proportionately raised, the profit going to the tax 
stations, not to the railway. 

The total quantity of goods carried by the Imperial Railways of 
North China during the 12 months ended 31st August from 
Newchwang and places south-west of Kou-pang-tzu to Hsin-min Fu 
was 54,324 tons, and from Hsin-min F'u to Newchwang and places 
south-west of Kou-pang-tzu junction 109,506 tons, a total to and 
from Hsin-min Fu of 163,830 tons. The trade between Hsin-min 
Fu and Fa-ku-men amounted to 55,830 tons, or over 34 per cent. 
of the total traffic handled by the Imperial Railways of North 
China between Hsin-min Fu, Newchwang, and the country to the 
south-west of Kou-pang-tzu junction. ‘The traffic between the 
Fa-ku-men district and T’iehling for the 12 months ended 
31st August, 1908, amounted to 28,050 tons. In other words, the 
traffic of the Fa-ku-men district carried by the Imperial Railways 
of North China at Hsin-min-t’un is double its traffic with the 
South Manchurian Railway at T’iehling. 





IMPORT DUTIES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Attention is directed to the Return just published under the 
title of “ Foreign Import Duties, 1908,” which contains information 
relating to the rates of import duties leviable in foreign countries 
on the principal articles of the produce or manufacture of the 
United Kingdom. 

The present Return brings up to date the particulars as to the 
rates of import duty (with their English equivalents) levied in the 
various countries for which information was given in the previous 
issue, with the addition of Finland and Argentina, which countries 
now appear for the first time. The Return now includes all the 
Kuropean countries (except Montenegro) and the United States, 
China, Japan, Egypt, Persia, Mexico, and Argentina. 

Two new sections showing, respectively, the daties levied in the 
above-mentioned countries on Dyeing Materials ard Tanning 
Materials appear in the Return. 

In the present Return also the attempt has been made for the 
first time to give some information, in the case of goods dutiable 
by weight, as to whether duty is levied on the gross or on the net 
weight, and in the latter event, as to the tare allowances made 
where actual weighing of the unpacked goods is not resorted to. 
Articles dutiable on the gross weight of the merchandise are 
indicated in the Return by the addition of the letter g to the unit 
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of weight in the columns showing the rates of duty and English 
equivalents, while such further information as is available respect- 
ing the weight on which duty is levied in the various countries is 
summarised in an Appendix. 

The Return, which is issued annually, is arranged with the object 
of bringing together the tariff classification and rates of duty for 
the following groups of articles :—Yarns of cotton, linen, hemp, 
jute, silk and wool; woven and other manufactures of the same 
materials ; all kinds of metals and metal manufactures (iron and 
steel, copper and brass, lead, tin and zinc, as well as wares of gold 
and silver), including machinery and cutlery; earthenware and 
porcelain; glass and glassware; hides, skins and leather, and 
manufactures thereof; india-rubber and _ gutta-percha, and 
manufactures thereof; paper, stationery and books; painters’ 
colours and materials; dyeing and tanning materials; various oils, 
fats and resins; earths, stones, minerals, &c. (including fireclay, 
coal, cement and roofing slates); chemicals; the principal articles 
of food and drink; and a number of miscellaneous groups of 
articles—e.g., arms, clocks and watches, carriages, cycles, tobacco, 
furniture, matches, perfumery, umbrellas, &c. 

The rates shown embrace the latest tariff changes notified to the 
Board of Trade up to the date of the preparation of the Return 
(December, 1908). 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade (78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is prepared, so far as possible, to 
furnish information in reply to applications from British traders 
with regard to the rates of duty levied in foreign countries on any 
. articles not included in the Return. 





PROPOSED NEW FRENCH CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The Customs Commission of the French Chamber of Deputies 
have been engaged for some time past in considering the question 
of the necessity of revising the French Customs Tariff and have 
recently issued their Report, in which recommendations are made 
for the amendment of certain sections of the Tariff. The proposals 
have yet to be dealt with by the French Legislature, and may be 
substantially altered as the result of further consideration. It 
has, however, been thought desirable to prepare, as early as 
possible, for the information of British traders, a translation of the 
proposals in their present preliminary form. In this translation, 
which has just been issued as a Parliamentary Paper, those portions 
of the Tariff in which no alteration is proposed are also included 
with a view to show the complete Tarift as it would be if the 
proposals were adopted, and the present rates of duty are added 
for comparison. 

Copies of the Return may be obtained at the price of 1s. per 
copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs, 
Wyman & Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, London, E.C.; Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh ; or Messrs. E. Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street, Dublin. In ordering, the reference number, 
Cd. 4,489, should be quoted. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following further list of the general duties under the Import 


Revised Tariff 
Valuations 
for 1909. 


‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


SCHEDULE IV.—IMPORT TARIFF—continued. 


Tariff of British India, together with the revised 
Tariff Valuations which came into force on the 
lst January last, is in continuation of that pub- 
lished on pp. 174-181 of last week’s issue of the 





54 
55 


56 


58 


60 





Names of Articles. 


Per 


Tariff 
Valu- 
ation. 








OTHER ARTICLES, &c.—contd. 


Plants and bulbs, living, also dried for herbaria 
Precious stones and pearls, unset (including 


the stones generically known as Cambay 
stones, such as agates, cornelians, and onyx). 


Pulp of wood, straw, rags, paper, and other 


materials, 


Printing and lithographing material, namely, 


presses, type, ink, brass rules, composing 
sticks, chases, imposing tables, and litho- 
graphic stones, stereo-blocks, roller moulds, 
roller frames and stocks, roller composition, 
standing screw and hot presses, perforating 
machines, gold blocking presses, stereo-ty ping 
apparatus, metal furniture, paper folding 
machines and paging and numbering ma- 
chines, but not including paper. 


Rags 
Racks for the withering of tea leaf - 
Railway meterial for permanent-way and 


rolling-stock, namely, cylinders, girders, and 
other material for bridges, rails, sleepers, 
bearing and fish-plates, fish-bolts, chairs, 
spikes, crossings, sleeper fastenings, switches, 
interlocking apparatus, brake gear, couplings 
and springs, signals, turn-tables, weigh- 
bridges, engines, tenders, carriages, waggons, 
traversers, trollies, trucks, and component 
parts thereof; also the following articles 
when imported by or under the orders of a 
railway company, namely, cranes, water 
cranes, water tanks, and standards, wire and 
other materials for fencing :— 


Provided that for the purpose of this exemption 


“ railway ” means a line of railway subject to 
the provisions of the Indian Railways Act, 
1890, and includes a railway constructed in a 
Native State under the suzerainty of His 
Majesty, and also such tramways as the 
Governor-General in Council may, by noti- 
fication in the “ Gazette of India,” specifically 
include therein . ove eve ae 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 
SCHEDULE IV.—IMPORT TARIFF—continued. 











Tarifi 
No. Names of Articles. Per Valua- | Duty. 
tion. 
OTHER ARTICLES, &c.—contd. R. a 
61 | Seeds—except oil-seeds imported into British 
India by sea from the territories of any 
native Prince or Chief in India which are 
free— 
All sorts ad val 5 I, 
62 | Shells and cowries— 
Chanks—large shells, for cameos ... ose + - 
| ia white, live... ont a - 
| ” ” dead oe 9 ” 
| Cowras wins _ m 
Cowries, bazar, common ie cwt. 8 12 ste 
| - yellow, superior quality .. 200 ” 5 0 ” 
e Maldive * sal - 5 8 “ 
| ~ sankhla 99 70 0 - 
| gina nacre . ove a Free. 
| Nakhla va - cwt, 100 0} 5%, 
| Tortoiseshell . = lb. 12 0 a 
| é. nakh ... 2 5 0 * 
| All other sorts, including articles made of nes ad val. * 
| shell, not otherwise described. 
63 | Ships and other vessels for inland and harbour Free. 
navigation, including steamers, launches, 
_ boats and barges, imported entire or in 
| sections. 
64 | Silk, and articles made of silk— 
Bokhara os Ib. 0. @) 6% 
Floss ... ia ve ad val. a 
Piece-goods ... ; en “ - 
Sewing thread, China pits . id nk a 
Raw silk—Chaharam, Indo-China, and lb. 5 0 8 
yellow Shanghai. 
Mathow .. = 2 12 a 
Other kinds of China, including Pa 6 8 od 
re-reeled silk. 
| Waste and Kachra = ad val. ad 
| Panjam ... lb. 2 0 - 
| Persian ... ” 4 8 i 
Siam , » - 2 4 - 
All other sorts, ineluding o cocoons... esd ad val. ad 
65 Soap eee ” 9 
66 | Specimens illustrative of Natural "Science, ‘ Free. 
including also antique coins and medals. 
67 | Stationery, excluding paper (for which see ad val.| 5°, 
No. 51). 
68 | Stone and marble, and articles made of stone n ol 
and marble. 
69 | Tallow and grease, including stearine.. Re. * 
70 | Tea-chests of metal or wood, whether imported Free 











entire or in sections, provided that the Cus- 
toms Collector is satisfied that they are im- 
ported for the purpose of the packing of tea 
| for transport in bulk. 


























Feb, 4, 1909.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 231 





Tarif Changes and Customs Regulations. 











BRITISH INDIA —continued. 
SCHEDULE [V.—IMPORT TARIFF—continued. 





Tariff 
No, Names of Articles. Por Valu- | Duty. 
ation. 





OTHER ARTICLES, &c.—contd. R, a. 
71 | Textile fabrics not otherwise described eee be0 ad ral, 5% 
72 | Toilet requisites not otherwise described _... oe a is 
73 | Toys, including toy-books, and requisites for sae PA jv 
all games. 
74 | Umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades of all kinds ade Fe - 
75 | Walking sticks and sticks for umbrellas, para- yee “ “ 
sols, and sunshades of all kinds, mounted 
and unmounted, driving, riding, and other 
whips, fishing rods and lines. 

76 | Wood and timber (except fire-wood, which is 006 9 “ 
free), and articles made of wood not other- 
wise described. 

77 | Wool, raw.. oan aie ae Free. 
+? articles made of, including felt.. eee ine adval.| 5% 
78 | All other articles, manufactured or unmanu- ge - “ 
factured, not described in this Schedule. 




















DOMINION OF CANADA. 
With reference to the Regulations which were published in the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” for 18th June, 1907, 


hom aoe respecting the special (or dumping) duty on 
Sit. on Special goods imported into Canada, the Board of Trade 


have now received copy of a Memorandum 

ad — (No. 1,506 B) issued by the Canadian Customs 

y: Department. on Ist December last, stating that 

the following provisions are added, with effect from 15th December, 
1908, to the above Regulations of 1907 :— 

‘‘(c) Provided that special duty, or dumping duty, under sec. 6 
of the Customs Tariff, 1907, shall, without exemption allowance, 
apply to galvanized wire, barbed wire and round rolled wire 
rods, of iron or steel, classed as free in the Tariff and being articles 
of a class or kind made in Canada.” 

The effect of this Regulation is that— 

(1) galvanized iron or steel wire, curved or not, Nos. 9, 12, 
and 13-gauge, 
(2) barbed fencing wire of iron or steel, and 
(3) rolled round wire rods in the coil of iron or steel, not 
over ths inch in diameter, when imported by wire 
manufacturers for use in making wire in the coil in 
their own factories, 
will be subject to the provisions of the “ dumping ” clause of the 
Tariff of 1907 when the export or actual selling price to an importer 
in Canada is less than the “ fair market value” of the same article 
when sold for home consumption in the usual and ordinary course in 
the country whence exported to Canada at the time of exportation. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA— continued. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 563 of the 
Regulations “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 17th December, 
rempesting respecting an Order-in-Council of 28th November 
Entry of Ships last, which provided for the prohibition of ships 
‘ani leaving United States ports and carrying “live 
ceases aieis stock” from touching at Canadian ports, the 
United States Board of Trade are now in receipt of an 
ie amending Order-in-Council, dated 15th January 
' last, whereby ships leaving United States ports 

and carrying horses are now allowed to enter Canadian ports. 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “‘ New Zealand Gazette ” for 23rd December, 1908, contains an 

Order-in-Council, dated 17th December last, 

Export Duty on = which amends, with effect from the date of its 

Timber. publication in the ‘“ Gazette,” the Order-in- 

Council of 6th October, 1908, respecting the duty leviable on 
certain kinds of timber exported from New Zealand, as follows :— 





Export Duty. 





Article. 
Old Rate. | New Rate. 











White pine and Kahikatea timbers : 
Flitches, any width and not exceeding 10 inches thick, 
per 100 sup. ft. ... ove 00s sel 26s bn 3s. — 
Flitches, exceeding 12 inches in width and 4 inches in 
thickness or its equivalent and less than the equivalent 
of 10 inches in width and 10 inches in thickness, 
per 100 sup. ft... ove coe ons ene aes — 38. 

















It is: provided in the present Order-in-Council that no export 
duty shall be levied on “ flitches” unless they exceed 4 inches in 
thickness. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a Minister’s Order (No. 893), 
dated 19th December last, giving Customs 
Customs Decisions. decisions respecting the rates of duty leviable 
on various articles imported into the Dominion 
of New Zealand. 
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DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND ~— continued. 


The following are the principal decisions given :— 








Rates of Import Duty on 
Articles the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of 























Articles. — ——- 
™ Any part of 
Forei + 
Gamat British 
ominions, 
Metal mounts, unplated, for bags, ee 7 
walking sticks, and umbrellas 
Mouthpieces, unthreaded, for tobacco pipes.. | 
Pitch paper, 45 ins, wide, in rolls for makin 
cothlilee cases ng 1 $86 , Free. Free. 
Screws for manufacture of tobacco pipes an 
Wooden thumb-screws for oil-holes in en | 
wheels .. a {J 
Brass unions specially suited for w ater- 
meters, when imported attached thereto . 410 Free. Free, 
Educational apparatus— 
Models specially suited for teaching 
drawing, physics, mechanics, building 
construction, or engineering ... 415 Free. Free, 
Electric motor for linotype machine, w hether 
attached to machine or not.. 183 | 15 % ad val. | 10 % ad val. 
Electrician’s portable testing sets, ‘to in- 
clude— 
Portable testing ammeters, galvano- 
meters, ohmeters, voltmeters, power- 
factor meters, and combinations thcre- 
of ; also portable testing generators, 
accumulator cells, or wees cells 
for use with same : ask ae Free. Free. 
Filter pulp, or paper in sheets " 486 Free. Free. 
Honeycomb buckets, or ein of tin 201 | 373 %ad val. 25 % ad ral. 
Honey gates 192 |} 30% ,, 20% ,, 
Machines for weaving wire fencing .. 384 Free. Free. 
Oil, santal, in capsules... ove 84 | 30 % ad val. | 20 % ad val. 
Paper for making cartridge- -cases, W ith name 
of manufacturer printed thereon ... 154 | 33d. per lb. | 3d. per lb. 
Shades, glass, for electric lamps shat 133 | 30 % ad val. | 20 % ad ral. 
Stoppers and cork rings for, jars, packed 
separately... ‘ eee 456 |10% ,, Free. 
Tin tops, lever for bottles 456 110% ,, Free. 
Wire netting, triangular, for re- -inforeing 
concrete floors and walls 407 | 10% ,, Free. 
Wooilen linings for woolpacks, imported 
separately , aie et a iad 95 |20% ,, 20 % ad val. 
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SOUTH AFRICA, 


‘‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for 12th January 
~ -- contains a Customs Notice (No. 99) giving the 
following Tariff decisions which have been 
issued by order of the Board of Control respect- 
ing the rates of duty leviable on various articles imported into 
the South African Customs Union :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 














eg Rebate allowed 
| . upon goods, the 
- | ay | Bates of | praduoe or mann 
Articles. > Duty. United Kingdom 
| a and reciprocating 
Colonies. 
: : 
Assay apparatus -»-| 60 | 3%adval.| 3% ad val, 
The following shall be classed under this item : | 
Annealing cups Muffle scrapers F asia] 
Balances Parting flasks | | 
Beakers Parting cups | | 
Blow pipes Pipettes | | 
Bottles Pokers | | 
Burrette stands Porcelain capsules | 
Burners and lamps and crucibles | | 
Casseroles Porcelain mortars | 
Crucibles and pestles | 
Crucible tongs Pulverizing plates | | 
Crushers im rubbers | | 
Capels Retort stands | 
Cupet moulds Roasting dishes | 
» tongs Rollers | 
Filter stands Rubber sheeting 
Flasks Samplers (dividers) 
Furnaces Sample shovels 
Glass-measuring Scorifiers 
vessels Scorifier tongs 
Gold-washing pans Separators 
Hammers and anvils Shears 
Ingot moulds Sieves 
Iron mortars and Sifting pans 
pestles Test tubes 
Magnets Trays 
Magnifying lenses Watch glasses 
Matrasses Weights 
Moulds Wire cloth 
Muflies » triangles 
“ Eradicator” —wire-worm remedy. 53 | 25%adval.| 3 %ad val. 
Paper, imitation parchment, in ‘original mill 
ream, wrapper or reels... 175 | 1b Z%adval.| 3 %ad val. 


*Straw envelopes imported ‘packed | round 
empty bottles of common glass. 

[As the straw envelopes are admitted as 
part of the packing of the bottles, they 
must be included in the value thereof, 
as defined for Customs purposes by 
Article XX. of the Convention ; so when 
bottles are “foreign,” and 3 per cent. 
ad valorem is payable thereon, the cost 
of the packing must be included. | 














* Revised decision. 
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CEYLON. 


ns Ceylon Government Gazette” for 8th January, 1909, con- 
Customs Tariff tains the text of the “ Customs Duties Amend- 
yo yee ag ment Ordinance, 1 908.” (No. 40 of 1908), which 
Ordi 1908, came into operation on lst January, 1909. 
— The present Ordinance consolidates the 
Customs Tariff already in operation, and, at the same time, amends 
the Ordinance relating to the general regulation of Customs in 
Ceylon. 
The provisions of the Ordinance are the same as those given in 
the draft Ordinance, the objects of which were stated on p. 507 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 10th December last. 





GOLD COAST: 


The Gold Coast “‘ Government Gazette ” for 12th December, 1908, 
contains an Order-in-Council, dated 6th 
November last, appointing certain places as 
the legal quays, under the Customs Ordinance 
of 1876, on the right and left banks of the 
River Volta. 


The quays specified on the right bank are to be the only stations 
at which the difference in the tariff obtaining between the west 
and east sides of the river will be levied, whilst those on the lefé 
are the only stations at which rebates of duty on goods brought 
from the west to the east of the river will be granted. 

The conditions under which duty-paid goods originally imported 
into that part of the Colony lying west of the river Volta may be 
taken to places lying east of the river for purposes of rebate of 
duty are also given in the same issue of the “ Gazette.” 


A further Order-in-Council, dated 4th December, 1908, has been 

received, providing for the free importation of 

prizes and medals imported for the Coomassie 

Siesiindia' hott. Agricultural Show. 

Neiei ene, Exhibits may also be admitted free of jet 
’ provided that importers declare that the goods 

shall be exported within three months of the date of importation. 


Appointment of 
Customs Stations 
on the 
River Volta. 


Free Importation 
of Prizes, &c., for 





MALTA. 


A Government Notice (No. 21 of 1908), dated 20th January, has 
been received cancelling the regulations of 
7th November, 1908, and substituting, in lieu 
resqectiing Se thereof, amended regulations respecting the 


Importation of — sostriction of the importation of plants, &c., into 


Regulation 
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Under these regulations the importation of the following articles 
is prohibited :— 

Coffee beans, or ground coffee, coloured with substances 
injurious to health. 

Vines and fruit packed in vine leaves (except from the United 
Kingdom). 

Cotton seed, unless accompanied by a certificate from the 
British Consular Authority, or where there is no such 
Authority, from the Local Government Authority, . to the 
effect that anthrax is not prevalent in the district in which 
such cotton seed was grown. 

Potatoes imported from England or Scotland, unless accom- 
panied by a statutory declaration by the shipper or certifi- 
cate of an officer of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
that such potatoes were not grown on land affected with 
black scab. 

The importation of cuttings or shoots of vines, except from the 
United Kingdom, is prohibited, unless accompanied by an anti- 
phylloxeric certificate, or unless they are subjected to examination 
and disinfection by the Inspector of Agriculture. 

Plants, roots, or garden soil from any Mediterranean port are 
also prohibited, unless accompanied by a similar certificate. 

Cereals imported in infected ships are kept for 21 days at the 
Lazaretto or other appointed place. 





GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS 
PROTECTORATE. 


The “ New South Wales Government Gazette ” for 16th December 
I mae last contains the text of a King’s Regulation 
weet Duties &e, (No, 3 of 1908), dated 27th October, 1908, 
Import Duties,%c. nich amends and consolidates the regulations 
affecting the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Protectorate. 

The Regulation provides, with effect from the above-mentioned 
date, that, in lieu of the capitation tax on non-natives, the 
following duties shall be levied on goods imported into the 
Protectorate :— 














Articles. Rates — Import 

uty. 

Ale, beer and porter— £ s. d. 

In bottle— 

Per dozen quarts o 2 0 

* pints ake 0 1 0 

* , pints or less ... oe coe oes oes 0 0 6 

In wood or jar... lee .. per gallon 0 1 0 
Perfumery, not being perfumed spirit sbe «-. ad valorem 15 % 

Spirits, methylated per gallon 0 0 
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS 











PROTECTORATE —continued. 
Articles. ——— 
Spirits of all kinds—the strength of which can be ascertained £s. d. 
by Sykes’ hydrometer, and is— 
Over proof ‘ee occ «« per proof gallon 014 0 
Under ,, ona ant sae ot a - 014 0 
Spirits and spirituous compounds, unless otherwise enumerated, 
and scented waters—the strength of which cannot be ascer- 
tained by Sykes’ hydrometer a per liq. gallon 014 0 
{Case spirits—reputed contents of 2, 3, 4 or more gallons 
shall be charged— 
2 gallons and under, as 2 gallons. 
Over 2 gallons and not above 3 gallons, as $ gallons. 
” ” ” 4 8 4 ” 
. and so on for any greater quantity contained in any case. || 
yines— 
Bordeaux (claret), hock or Australian— 
In bulk ete ab tn oan ees per gallon | 0 2 0 
In bottle _...per 6 reputed quarts, or 12 reputed pints, | 
or 24 half pints or smaller quantities | 0 2 0 
Other kinds— | 
Tn bulk ell oni is ™_ ... per gallon 0 4 0 
In bottle _...per 6 reputed quarts, or 12 reputed pints, 
or 24 half pints or smaller quantities 04 0 
Sparkling ... ove 9 is 9s 0 6 0 








The above classes of goods may only be imported at such places 
as the High Commissioner may, by Regulation or Proclamation, 
declare to be ports of entry. 

It is further provided that it is unlawful to trade in the Protec- 
torate, except under licence, costing 12/. per annum. 

The collection and removal of guano and other fertilising sub- 
stances from waste, or unoccupied lands in the Protectorate, 
without the permission of the High Commissioner of the Western 
Pacific or the Resident Commissioner is prohibited. 

The Regulation also provides for the registration of firearms and 
dogs, the exclusion of destitute and undesirable persons, the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, and the payment of all duties, taxes, &c., in 
British coin. 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 20th January contains 

Valuation Tariff the following Valuation Tariff for use in assess- 

Fecha sen a ing import duties on charcoal. The Tariff was 

to come into force on the 16th January, 1909, 

and is to remain in operation for a period of twelve months (1.e., 
until the 15th January, 1910), or until denunciation :— 
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EGY PT —continued. 
Kind of Charcoal Valuation per 
| kilogramme, net* 
Milliémes.t 

ist Category—Carioutide of all qualities (Anatolia) 3°8 
2nd Category —Roumelian ove 200 208 oe 3 

dvd Category—Greek Arnaouti ... sen : 2°2 
4th Category—Charcoal dust of any origin 18 








* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 4 per cent. 
t 1,000 milliémes = £E1 = 11. Os. 6d. 


‘The same issue of the “ Journal Officiel”” contains a notice to the 
Revised Valuation effect that from the 20th January until the 
Tariff for 19th April, or until denunciation, black pepper 
Sinais: Seana of any origin is to be valued for Tariff purposes 
Pper. at 254 millidmes per kilogramme, net weight. 

A “are of 2 per cent. is allowed for single bags, and 4 per cent. for 


double bags. 





MADAGASCAR. 
‘hs Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a French Presidential Decree, dated the 
wie srt ae 18th January, which provides that all cattle 
cit exported from the Colony of Madagascar and 
its Dependencies shall, until the 31st December, 1909, be charged 
with export duty at the rate of 2°50 francs per. head. 





ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the foreign Office, of 
; a copy of certain Roumanian Regulations pro- 
vrpnagee aneringil viding that persons desiring to know what 
thon respecting = Customs duty will be applied to goods which 


the Customs they intend to import into Roumania may 
Treatment of = ,ddress an application for the required informa- 
Goods. tion to the Customs Department of the Ministry 


of Finance. The enquirer must state (a) whether the goods have 
already been imported into Roumania by him, or, so far as he knows, 
by other persons, and if so, through which Customs house and at 
what rate of duty ; (>) through which Customs house he intends 
to clear the gcods, or for what reasons it is impossible to 
give this information. ‘The enquirer. must further supply 
the Customs Department with full particulars as to the 
nature and origin of the goods, and furnish as many 
samples as may be necessary for the examination and analysis 
of the goods, together with three additional samples, two for 
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official use and one for return to the applicant. If it is not 
practicable to forward samples, an exact description or detailed 
drawings of the article must be annexed to the application, The 
cost of submitting the goods to expert opinion, where this course 
is judged by the Roumanian authorities to be necessary, must be | 
borne by the applicant, who may be required to deposit a sum on 
account to cover such expenses, if he is not domiciled or has no 
industrial establishment in Roumania. The inquirer is not per- 
mitted to appeal against the decision communicated to him, but 
this does not affect the right of the importer to lodge an appeal 
when the goods are actually imported—in conformity with 
Chapter XV. of the General Customs Law—against the tariff 
classification of the goods based on that decision. 

The full text of these Regulations (in French) may be inspected 
by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





CHILE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 22nd January contains a 
titiiniin bit hee notice to the effect that, in accordance with the 

2 ith provisions of a Law promulgated on the 24th 
Condensed Mlk. November, 1908, condensed milk, sweetened. or 
unsweetened, imported into Chile, shall be dutiable at the specific 
rate of 38 centavos per kilogramme gross. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The ‘“‘ Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of 14th January states 
gaathéen Chan that the Indian Railway Board have approved 
Staten Salhatie of the proposed construction of the line of 
Rabdurens of An railway through the Southern Shan States. 
District to be According to information furnished by the 
ne Superintendent of the Burmese Inland Trade 

traversed. Registration Department, the resources of the 
country through which the line will pass are vast, and there is ample 
scope for development in all directions in the near future. As a 
fruit-producing country it stands second to none in the Kast both 
as regards variety and quantity, for it abounds in apples, oranges, 
pineapples, pears, peaches, cherries, strawberries, plums—in short, 
all kinds of European fruit and vegetables. Under cereals may be 
enumerated wheat, rice, gram, and other pulses. The soil of these 
States, especially the Myelat States, seems to be peculiarly adapted 
tor the growth of potatoes, which are grown with comparatively 
little labour. Garlic is also grown much more than elsewhere, 
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and so also is thanatpet—a species of leaves used as cigar wrappers 
by Burmans. 

Pine timber and turpentine are the chief forest products, and are 
produced in considerable quantity and form important articles of 
commerce. 

The mineral resources of the country are also encouraging, the 
principal minerals being coal from the Pwehla and Pinlum mines, 
and copper, iron and antimony from the Bawzaing and Pindaya 
mines. 





EGYPT (SUDAN). 
H.M. Consul-General at Cairo (Sir E. Gorst, K.C.B.) has forwarded 
the following memorandum, drawn up by the 

Port Sudan. Director of Ports and Lights of the Sudan 

Government, on the present state of Port Sudan 
(which is expected to be officially opened about the third week of 
March) :— 

The Harbour has a good entrance two cables length wide. It is 
well protected from all winds and the anchorage is good, there 
being a depth of from 10 to 14 fathoms with soft coral and mud 
bottom. There is ample room in the outer anchorage for several 
vessels to moor. 

Of the permanent quays, five berths, each 125 metres in length, 
will be ready for shipping by ist April, 1909. They will be lighted 
by electricity, and be equipped with the latest pattern of electric- 
ally driven cranes, &c., as follows:—Cranes—Four 3-ton and one 
7-ton electric gantry cranes; Electric capstans—two 5-ton and 
four 1-ton; Coal-handling plant—four electric coal-transporters 
and one electric coal re-handling bridge plant are erected at*the 
coal berths of the quay. The four coal-transporters are capable of 
dealing with 300 tons of coal per hour. The coal re-handling plant 
is for use in re-handling coal from quays to the coal depdt in rear. 
The cranes will be ready by the Ist April next, and the-coal- 
transporters by the Ist June. 

In addition to the above electric equipment, there is a 60-ton 
floating crane (steam) for very heavy lifts, and a 15-ton steam 
crane for medium lifts. 

The depth of water at the permanent quays is 30 feet. At 
present there are two temporary quays where vessels up to 420 feet 
in length can be berthed. 

Further up the harbour from the permanent quays are the 
dockyard workshops, which are equipped for the general repair 
work of shipping. A steam hauling slipway capable of taking 
vessels up to 420 tons displacement will be available by the end of 
July. 

Pilotage dues are compulsory. There is no danger or difficulty 
for a vessel entering or leaving the port by day ornight. Qualified 
pilots are available and meet all vessels outside the harbour. 
Agents of vessels expected should notify the Controller of Harbours 
and Lights to that effect. No light dues are charged at present. 
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FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Rouen (Mr. C. Clipperton) reports the publication 
of a Decree of the Minister of Commerce 
whereby the shipping dues at the port of Saint- 
Nazaire are reduced 75 per cent. when the 
quantity of merchandise loaded or unloaded 
does not exceed one quarter of the net registered tonnage of the 
vessel, 50 per cent. when it exceeds one quarter but does not ex- 
ceed one-half, and 25 per cent. when it exceeds one-half but does 
not exceed three-quarters. 


Reduction of 
Port Dues at 
Saint-Nazaire. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA (SIKKIM), 


“ Capital ” (Calcutta) of 7th January states that a large number of 
copper mines have been located in the semi- 
Mineral Deposits. independent State of Sikkim (situated just 
beyond Darjeeling and between that Hill 

Station and Thibet) and some of them systematically developed 
for the last eighteen months with most favourable results. The 
ore occurs in the form of copper sulphides, both in lodes and 
bedded deposits, and although these are not abnormally rich, 
they average from 5 to 10 per cent. of copper throughout. At 
Bhotang Mine systematic development has disclosed several pay- 
able lodes, and the bottom of the winze 400 feet below the 
outcrops on the hill is now on a payable sulphide lode of 4 to 5 ft. 
in thickness. Another rich sulphide lode has been traced for 
several hundred feet, and a tunnel driven on the strike of the lode 
into the hill is in payable mineral for the whole distance. 

It is anticipated that all the copper smelted will be sold in 
India. 

Besides copper, valuable graphite deposits have been found, 
showing a percentage of over 96 per cent. of graphite. Deposits 
of zinc, lead and silver also occur. 





NATAL. 


The Board of Trade Correspondent at Durban (Mr. A. D.C. Agnew) 
Phosvhate has forwarded an extract from the ‘ Natal 
py Mercury” of 29th December which states 
ee. that at a meeting of the Weenen Agri- 
cultural Society, held at Estcourt on the 19th December, some 
very rich samples of phosphates of lime recently discovered 
near Weenen were exhibited. Particular attention was paid 
to the occurrence of the phosphates in nodular form, samples 
of which assayed from 85 to 92 per cent. There were also samples 
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NATAL —continued. 


of the vein matter ranging from 54 to 65 per cent.. It was pointed 
out that, at the present time agriculturists were paying about five 

uineas per ton at Durban for imported phosphates ranging from 
374 to 40 per cent., and that before these phosphates were 
deposited upon the ground the cost reached about 8/. per ton. It 
was estimated that the crude phosphate, in powdered form, could 
be supplied free on rail at Weenen station at 2/. per ton, while the 
super-phosphate from the same material could be sold at 31. per 
ton. The available supply of phosphate in Weenan County is 
estimated at a 100 tons per day for 50 years, or more than a 
million and a-half tons. 


The “ Natal Mercury” of 8th January announces a discovery of 

tin within 30 miles of Durban. Analyses have 

Tin Discovery. proved satisfactory and hopes are entertained 
: ) of a valuable industry being developed. 





ITALY (SARDINIA), 


The Norwegian Vice-Consul at Cagliari (Sardinia) states in a recent 
report that the salt industry in Cagliari has 
Salt Works. long remained inactive, but that steps are now 
being taken to revive it. It is intended shortly 

to open several new works for the export of salt from Cagliari. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to the “ Piccolo” of 19th January, a report issued by 

the Ministry of Public Works shows that the 

Py nsgediort output of coal in Austria in 1908 amounted to 

" 14,090,000 metric tons, as compared with 

13,850,000 metric tons in 1907. The principal output was from 

the coal bed of Ostrau-Karwin, which amounted to 7,430,000 
metric tons, against 7,120,000 metric tons in 1907. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the notice on p. 84 of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 10th October, 1907, relative to 


Regulations lati ase" h 3; 
overning the "C8U/ations governing the grading and export 
‘ackiion and 0s Ot.:s«SNew = Zealand hemp, the “New Zealand 


Gazette’ of 23rd December publishes amended 


Export of Hemp. regulations to take effect from the 4th January, 


1909. 























PO nnn 
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Yarns and T eatiles. 





All hemp, tow, or stripper-slips for export are to be packed ia 
bales approximately of the following dimensions and weight after 
leaving the press :-— 








: Weight net 
ee Length. | Width, Depth. exceeding 
Feet. Feet. Feet. Cwt. 
Hemp 4 2 — 4 
Tow ... a 4 2 8 24 
Stripper-slips t 2 3 23 

















No bale of hemp is to contain any hank exceeding 5 Ibs. in 
weight. 

The allotment of points and the standards on which the grades 
of hemp will be determined are the same as given in the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” before referred to. 

The full text of the regulations as published in the “ Gazette” 
may be consulted by British traders on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 30th January, 1909, were 


as follows :— 
Wheat ... ee base wee 08. Od. 
Barley ... ees oe oe 278. 6d. 
Oats . we ee OS 


For further particulars see p. 246. 


A statement is published on p. 247, showing the quantities of 
Senin ot tah: the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
siltarel Prodvce, imported into the United Kingdom during the 

’ week ended the 30th January, 1909, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding week. of 1908. 





GERMANY (BAYARIA). 
The British Vice-Consul at Nuremberg (Mr. S. Ehrenbacher) 
c — reports that, at the instigation of the Deutscher 
“pug ©?  Hopfenbauverein (German Hop-Growers’ Asso- 
aap aneeny. ciation), a Hop Commission will sit in Munich 
towards the end of February or early in March, to consider the 
present state of hop-growing in Bavaria. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM: 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 28th January, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 171,196 (including 132 bales British West 
Indian, 5 bales British West African and 138 
bales British East African), and the number imported during the 
four weeks ended the 28th January was 689,088 (including 505 
bales British West Indian, 87 bales British West African, 358 
bales British East African, and 182 bales foreign East African). 
‘he number of bales exported during the week ended the 28th 
January was 4,953, and during the four weeks, 30,545. 
For further details see p. 246. 





PORTUGAL (MOZAMBIQUE). 


H.M. Consul at Lourengo Marques (Mr. R. C. F. Maugham) has 
forwarded statistics of the import and export 
trade of the territories of the Mozambique 
Company during the year ended 31st December, 
1907, from which the following figures have been taken, corre- 
sponding figures for the preceding year having been added for the 
purpose of comparison :— 


Trade in 1907. 





a. 1906. 1907, 























£ & 
Total Imports... 238,923 274,891 
Comprising chiefly— 
Rice one ove coe cee cee 13,286 9,534 
Iron and steel bars, plates, pipes, &c. ... 8,353 19,200 
Machinery oe eee ove eee 28,369 78,587 
Timber... oes 14,169 8,516 
Railway material... 14,695 6,345 
Cotton textiles 37,359 40,339 
Total Exports... 77,585 80,854 
Comprising chiefly— 
Sugar : ous 13,680 24,335 
Rubber 27,602 14,562 
Wax 7,948 6,196 
Gold - 11,257 
Ground nuts 8,950t 10,314 











* Not available. 


t Includes oil-seeds. 




















- 
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Miscellaneous. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY: 


H.M. Consul at Trieste (Mr. J. B. Spence) reports that, according 
, to the principal local newspaper “ I] Piccolo” 
nee of oof 19th January, the negotiations which have 
Manufactur been carried on for some time with the object 
anufacturers. . ec ” . 
of forming a new “trust” of Austrian manufac- 
turers of cement have succeeded so far that all the manufacturers 
of cement included in the old “ combine,” and some others which 
are outside, have agreed to join the new one. ‘The actual pro- 
ducers of cement have not yet decided as to the attitude they 
should assume towards the new cement factories now in course of 
construction. It is thought generally that if all the projected 
factories are built, the situation of the cement market, and of the 
present factories, will become extremely critical, and for this reason 
measures should be taken to prevent a dangerous over-production. 
The cement factories working in districts most subject to German 
competition have greatly lowered their prices, and in this manner 
have reduced to a considerable extent the importation into Austria 
of German cement. The German producers, in order to meet this 
competition and to avoid the payment of Austrian Customs duties, 
now propose to import the cement in a semi-manufactured state, 
and to complete the article in specially-constructed manufactories 
situated within the Austrian frontier. This the Austrian manu- 
facturers energetically oppose, and it is now stated that the Austrian 
Customs Authorities will levy the same duty of 1 krone per 
100 kilograms (10s. 2d. per ton) on both semi-manufactured cement 
and cement ready for use. 


ROU MANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that the 

Purchase of “ Bukarester Tageblatt” of 22nd January an- 
‘an Rail nounces that the Council of Ministers has 
Russian Rails. § uthorised the Railway Department to enter 
into an agreement with the South Russian ‘“ Société Dniéprovienne ” 
to supply 4,037 tons of rails for the Slobezia-Fetesti line at a 
price not exceeding 516,737 lei (about 20,6701.). 








MEXICO. 


H.M. Legation in Mexico reports the publication in the Mexican 

iilihiens at Official Gazette of the 4th January of a notice 

iiention the effect that the concession granted to Mr. 

‘Aurelio Cadena y Marin for the exploitation of 

guano deposits on various islands in the Gulf of Mexico (see 

‘“ Board of Trade Journal” of 24th October, 1907, p. 183) has been 
rescinded by mutual consent. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton |; Returns. : 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 4 weeks ended 
28th January, 1909 :— 









































| Week ended 4 Weeks Week ended 4 Weeks 
nian | 28th Jan ended | 98th Jan qpeied 
1909, 28th Jan., 1909 ** | 28th Jan., 
’ 1909. ’ 1909. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales. ) 
| 
No. No. No. No. 
American ... oe .--| 155,514 _ 607,802 2,073. | 22,858 
Brazilian sul fale sii “— 36 -- 3 
ee ee pees Seer | 8,095+ 1,525 4,038 
MNEEEOR. =, cos cee ES OC]: OT BOR 1,305 3,251 
Miscellaneous ‘mz i 3,116* | 51744 50 400 
Total ... .. ...| 171,196 | 689,088 || 4,953 30,545 
| | 








* Including 132 bales British West Indian, 5 bales British West African, and 
13 bales British East African. 

+ Corrected figures. 

t Including 505 bales British West Indian, 87 bales British West African, 358 
bales British East African and 182 bales foreign East African. 

NoTE.—Cotton “in transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 30th January, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. Oats. 














ee | a ‘. « 

Week ended 30th January, 1909 ioe es 27 «6G 17 9 
Corresponding week in—- | 

19u2 ... ios ane _ xo oe ee ee 26 9 20 «3 

1903 ... nahh a “_ site ee 28 6 9 16 11 

1904 ... oie née ont Su oo 22 4 15 ll 

1905 ... ca oon jan ve oe ae 25 0 6 «7 

1906 ... oo ee eae ae wet 20. 1 _ 18 10 

1907 ... die obs das oak ia’ wee 24 4 17_ 5 

1908 ... bed whe ae ots Scat BE 38 26 11 18 4 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of icultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 30th January, 1909, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 





Week ended | Correspond- 





— 30th Jan., | ing Week in 
1909. 1908. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, cows, and calves coe owe} += Number. 7,945 §,418 
Sheep and lambs a ‘. 1,347 — 
Swine eee aes on eee eee ee ” — — 
Horses eee eee eee eee eee eee rT) 364 135 
Fresh meat :— ) 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ... Cwtsa. 131,921 99,423 
Mutton ° ” bh Ae es 102,281 95,676 
Pork. wn nm 12,800 15,913 
‘Meat, unenumerated, fresh (including re- a 10,844 11,809 
frigerated and frozen) 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... pre ete om ot ws Cwts. 98,814 135,575 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 1,673 1,351 
Hams eee eee eee eee eee eae ” 20,210 20,290 
‘Pork ese ene one pa ote pa 3,926 4,914 
Meat, unenumerated, salted . ‘a 1,003 1,507 
- preserved otherwise than by salting a 9,468 8 "855 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :-— 
Butter eee eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 98 ,656 88,504 
Margarine eco eve ove a ae - 16, '670 18,944 
Cheese ... see she dea one wai * 52. 546 46,088 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ese eee * —_ 167 
9» Cream  .«. eee - cee eee - 125 180 
» condensed ose ose - 19,546 20,107 
9» preserved, other kinds .. eee ose . 138 384 
Eggs i, Gk cle tie an 3 ee 192,226 315,838 
Poultry ee ee ee, ae ae. ee 32,162 10,336 
Game ‘se eee > 2.610 2,908 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) ati ao Cwts 4 625 16.985 
Lard eee eee eee ‘ 02,551 57,303 
Corn, grain, ‘meal, ‘and flour :— 
Whea Ser aoe we 1,305,300 | 1,831,700 
Wheat meal and flour ii aie ; 183,000 395,100 
ee i aa EPO UE EK, " 155,800 297,300 
Oats elke eee eee eee eee one ‘ 259,100 179,200 
Peas eos eos ws eee obs obs - 18,420 24,000 
DB: ees ape boc ose pee ese és 67,490 43,960 
Maize or Indian corn ... ane sie and . 867,500 779,500 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ond coe ven dei see Owts 94,808 68,116 
* cesaaeoatia and peaches ote ove ul 7 - 88 393 
Bananas . ose one 20s abe ...| Banchee 107,085 95,375 
Cherries . nee - see dee = Cwta ao a 
Currants .. ion ost _ nia em _ a _ _ 
Gooseberries.... eee ~ eee ont ” — _ 
Grapes... ove ove om ous eos i 205 204 
Lemons ... ose bd btn pea dae s 32,251 17,764 
Oranges ... en oak eve jas ie i 330,575 134,434 
Pears ene eee eee eee eee eee % 61 994 
Plums... ase on jee ie oo a 54 170 
Strawberries... we on eve eve *- — — 
Unenumerated ... ose se on oud 4 1,725 218 
ee a a ae ee eee ..| Tone 939 2,205 
Straw eee coe coe eve eee dec - 253 1,733 
Hoe litter at ene ‘an we bea x 1,703 1,220 
eee eve eee eee ‘ie ese Owts. 4,846 4,438 
pam beans eee eee eee eee see = 53,1 28 35,592 
— raw :— 
200 eee cee eve ---| Sushel- 147,516 151,657 
Potatoes eos on = aoe _ Cwts 8,013 118,418 
Tomatoes out ene eee ine _ fi 13,942 12,923 
Unenumerated ... . re pees ..| Value f 9,798 7,147 
Vegetables, dried ... cee iid by Ovts. 4,158 4,947 











99 peserved by canniag 0s coe . 7,807 8,085 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S. W.: ; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for thesupplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the January 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in December; Employment, 
Wages, Disputes, and Prices in 1908; Conciliation Agreement in 
the Shipping Industry ; Profit-Sharing in 1906-7 ; Ships built in 
1908; Recent Cases under the Conciliation Act. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Consular Reports of the Annual and Miscellaneous 
Series have been issued during the past week :— 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 4,179. Trade of Bushire in 1907-8. 


Trade conditions. Shipping freights; rates of 

Rate of exchange. transport. 

Credit system. Import and export trade. 
Sketch map. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld, 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,180. Trade of Cuba in 1907. 


Imports and exports. Climatic conditions. 
Agricultural industries. Public health. 
No. 4,181. Trade of Goa in 1907. 
Import, export and transit Public works. 
trade. Shipping. 


Openings for trade. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


No. 672. Reports on the Raw Silk Industry of Japan and on 
Habutae (Japanese manufactured silk). 

No. 673. Report on the Agriculture of Southern Italy. 

No. 674. Report on the Matting Industry in Japan. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Passengers to and from Places out of Europe. December. Cd. 
3,972—XI. Price4d. Return showing :— 

(1) The numbers and nationality of the passengers that left or 
arrived in the United Kingdom for or from places out of Europe ; 
and 

(2) the net balance of such passengers outward or inward, 
during the month and twelve months ending 31st December, 
1908, compared with the corresponding periods of the previous 
year. 





FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tae following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in Italic type. 























No. Place. za No. Place. Price 
| | | | 
| EUROPE — | _ ASIA— 
| Japan: 
| Italy : | 672 | | Raw Silk Industry and| 
| | | Habutae (Japanese Manu- | 
673 | Agriculture of Southern | ] | factured Silk)... | Bd. 
Italy ae eee we | 2d. || 674 | Matting Industry ... he | 14d. 
| 1 | | 
Portage: | | Persia: | 
4181 | Goa, 1907... ‘| ld. heel Bushire, 1097-8... woe) 4d, 
Switzerland : | | WEST INDIES — | 
4178 | Budget, 1909 ‘i | Id. | 4180 | | Cuba, 1907 . ae 
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Confidential information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and last year, in order to attain more fully 
the purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.; a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. | 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready, as far as possible, to answer enquiries on specific — 
in the interest of British trade. 
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Commeroial Intelligence Branoh of the Board of Trade. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, H.C. 


Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

Canada.—T'he Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C., under the designation. of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City ‘Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Australia.—The Commonwealth of Australia have offices at 
72, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. Enquiries may be made 
there as to Customs requirements, the Commonwealth Tariff, 
marking and description of goods, trade marks, patents and designs: 
Letters should be addressed to “The Representative of the 
Commonwealth of Australia.” 
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COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and particulars 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. 

Queensland —The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General’s Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, 8.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 
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